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After decades of gigs —
including the likes of
Phish and Black
Sabbath —Goddard’s
150-year-old Haybarn
building gets overhaul.
STORY BY BRENT HALLENBECK, 2E.
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Singer Miriam Bernardo of Vermont band, Magic City, performs at Haybarn Theatre, Goddard College, for the Friday fundraiser. 
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PLAINFIELD — The Haybarn Theatre isn’t
kidding with its name — it really was a
barn, back when the Martin family from

Boston ran a sheep farm in Plainfield and shipped the
wool it sheared worldwide.

The building at Goddard College makes many of its
fellow Vermont arts venues look like young whipper-
snappers. The Flynn Center, which opened in 1930? Just a
baby. The Barre Opera House, dating to 1899? The build-
ing housing the Haybarn Theatre was more than three
decades old by then.

The Haybarn has been a performing-arts venue for
three-quarters of a century and reflects a sizable chunk
of Vermont’s entertainment history. Playwright David
Mamet and actor William H. Macy got their starts there
as Goddard students. Members of Phish also attended
Goddard, and the renowned jam-rockers played early
gigs in the space. Grace Potter & the Nocturnals record-
ed their breakthrough album “Nothing But the Water” in
the theater. One of the Haybarn’s more noteworthy cock-
tail-party-conversation events has to be that it hosted one
of the early American gigs of Ozzy Osbourne’s legendary
hard-rock band, Black Sabbath. (There’s a photo in the
Haybarn’s lobby to back that up.)
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The audience moves around the newly renovated Haybarn Theatre at Goddard College during the intermission of the fundraiser concert held Friday. 

Building a better barn
Goddard College looks to improve venerable Haybarn Theatre with $200,000 renovation
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The audience attending the Friday fundraiser concert enjoys the new renovations done to the Haybarn Theatre at Goddard College
such as new seats, a projector, and cooling system. 
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Goddard ended its residential pro-
gram years ago and now hosts its approxi-
mately 600 students for eight-day resi-
dencies 13 times a year. That reduced on-
campus presence means the college has
had to reach deeper into the neighboring
rural community to keep the Haybarn
Theatre thriving.

That outreach centers right now on a
renovation to the 1868 building costing
more than $200,000. Phase one is done,
and the installation of new theater lights,
an improved sound system, listening de-
vices for the hearing-impaired and handi-
cap-accessible bathrooms takes up more
than half of the project’s cost.

Phase two, priced at $40,000, kicked off
with a fundraising concert Friday by
nine-piece Vermont group Magic City and
includes already-acquired chairs as well
as storage for the venue’s Steinway grand
piano, a theater-quality projector and
four “whisper-quiet” fans to cool the high-
ceilinged, wooden-walled interior. Phase
three, set for 2016 at a cost of $60,000, will
improve the mezzanine level to expand
capacity for seated shows from 165 to 200.
(The Haybarn can hold up to 317 standing
patrons.)

The venue offers a significant contri-
bution to the central Vermont arts-and-
entertainment scene, according to Meg
Hammond, who is involved in the fund-
raising effort as Goddard’s donor rela-
tions and community outreach officer.

“It’s a place that’s bringing culture;
we’re bringing the culture to us,” Ham-
mond said. “One person said to me, ‘It’s
great — I get in my car and go down the
hill and next thing I know I’m in this beau-
tiful seated theater.’”

The Haybarn Theatre serves residents
of central Vermont communities such as
Plainfield, Marshfield and Montpelier
and reaches into the Northeast Kingdom
as well, according to Hammond. Gerard
Holmes, Goddard’s senior development
officer, said the venue’s audience even
stretches as far as Burlington an hour to
the west and Boston three hours to the
east.

Holmes said the fundraising campaign
has received small donations of $5 or $10
and one anonymous contribution of
$5,000. He said donors are typically
drawn to the campaign because of the
venue’s history. “There’s a lot of collec-
tive memory of how this building has been
used,” Holmes said.

Goddard alumnus Kris Gruen, a cen-
tral Vermont singer-songwriter and di-
rector of campus-based radio station

WGDR, introduced the Magic City show.
He talked about what the Haybarn Thea-
tre means to nearby communities.

“It’s a bridge,” Gruen told Friday’s
crowd. “It brings people together from
these various mountains and valleys.”

Magic City, specializing in the mellow,
spacey music of late jazz composer Sun
Ra, is led by Vermont-based guitarist Mi-
chael Chorney. He told the nearly capac-
ity crowd at Friday’s benefit concert that
he saw the Northeast Kingdom-based per-
formance group Bread & Puppet Theater
at the Haybarn in 1980. He said the show
was a winter pageant featuring birds on
skis.

“It was beautiful, too,” Chorney said.
“It’s an honor to be here.” The concert
raised an estimated $3,600 in ticket sales
and donations for the Haybarn project,
according to Hammond.

Jim and Christel Cross of Barre Town
attended the Magic City show, which was
far from the couple’s first night at the
Haybarn. After the concert ended, Jim
Cross rattled off a list of performances
he’s seen in the space, including jazz mu-
sician/Goddard alumnus/Grammy nomi-
nee Archie Shepp, central Vermont sing-
er-songwriters Anais Mitchell and Rachel
Ries, Brazilian singer Luisa Maita and
Chinese-Canadian pianist Ang Li.

“The sound has always been good. The
lights are the big new thing,” Jim Cross
said. “Meg and Goddard in general, with a
lot of help from the radio station, has been
reaching out to the community and ex-
panding the community.”

Christel Cross said the Haybarn had al-
ways been a “funky” place, but the recent
changes represent an upgrade. “They
turned it into this nice performing ven-
ue,” she said.

Contact Brent Hallenbeck at 660-1844 or bhallen-
beck@freepressmedia.com. Follow Brent on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/BrentHallenbeck.
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Newly renovated seating left vacant during Friday’s concert intermission at Haybarn Theater, Goddard College.

Upcoming events

May 29, the Haybarn Theatre will host a perfor-
mance by the Burlington-based troupe Spiel-
palast Cabaret. Details to be announced.
For more information about the Haybarn Thea-
tre fundraising campaign, call Meg Hammond,
donor relations and community outreach offi-
cer, at 322-1685 or visit www.goddard.edu.




