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their original states. .

After studying art at Goddard
College as an undergraduate,
David Smith went on to work
with children’s book author
and illustrator Vera B. Williams
in Goddard’s Adult Degree Pro-
gram.

Smith has worked as a scenic
designier and painter in Phila-
delphia, a graphic designer in
New York City, and an archi-
tectural and woodworking de-
signer and builder in Vermont.
In recent years, Smith has been
an art instructor at Studio Place
Arts in Barre.

The public is invited to a re-
ception for the show on Thurs-
day, May 5, from b to 7 p.m.
The Supreme Court building
is open Monday through Friday
from 8:30 2.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Goddard’s WGDR expands
with new Hardwick tower

“The maturation of the station is going to be in step with
the transformative educational experience of Goddard.”

Kris Gruen, WGDR interim director, Goddard graduate‘

By DARIEL STAPLES
STAFF WRITER

PLAINFIELD — WGDR., God-
dard College’s radio station, has
been a connection beiween the
college and the community for 37
years, and with a new tower in Hard-
wick up dnd running and a new in-
terim director, the station is‘reach-
ing out in more ways than ever.

Gruen, who stepped in as interim
director for the station in Novem-
ber. “It was already in full steam
when I came aboard.”

The new tower is based in Hard-
wick and can be found on FM fre-
quency 91.7 WGDH. The tower
boasts 1,040 watis of power, more
than doubling the power of WGDR,
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Ethan Eldred, left, of Montpelier, and Clay Messier of Essex
J_unctlu_n, Ijsten to instructions in a conference room.at Na-
tional Life in Montpelier during national “Bring Your Kids fo

“Ihad to make sure I didn’t drop
the ball on the project,” said Exis
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from the new tower.

“Every manager over
the years has fundraised
and explored all the op-
tions,” said Dave Ferland,
operations manager at
the station.

The tower process took
off in 2007 when Greg
Hooker, who was the di-
rector of the station at
the time, submitted an
application for the tower
during a very short win-
dow of opportunity.

“Hooker went for it,”
Ferland said. “It was one
week in October 2007 and
he had to have engineer-
ing studies, documenta-
tion and fees all in place,
and if it was not correci,
the FCC would have just
denied it.”

Over the years, the
station had considered
several sites, including
one in Montpelier, but
Hooker chose the loca-
tion in Lamoille County.

“We went

has been a

L huge un-

dertaking, Gruen is ex-
cited about other changes
that the station is making,
including documentation
and assessment of the
programming through a
peer review process that
Gruen said is structured
on a variety of criteria.

The review process is
called the Interactive
Community Building
Initiative, according to
Gruen.

“The initiative asks the
question: ‘How do we dis-
cover the overlap of the
erhool and the commu-

"air programmers have

which will simulcast its programming Work Day” on Thursday. About 25 children shadowed their

parents o work at the insurance and investment giant and
got an inside look at how the company operates.

See WGDR, Page B3
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college, Barbara Vacarr,
has been a catalyst in the

process. .

“Barbara has come in
and focused this energy,”
said Ferland. “She has
taken time to engage with
the station. Just by her
showing up it has done a
ot for the station.”

“It is unprecedented
for the school to be this
engaged with the radio
station,” said Gruen.

WGDR has a strong his-
tory of collaboration with
the faculty and students
at Goddard, and the on-

routinely used the fac-
ulty at Goddard for on-air
content.

“Many Goddard stu-
dents have decided to do
their final presentation

‘on the air,” according
to.Gruen, “and people
around the world can lis-
ten live on the Web.”

Gruen himself used the
station for his final proj-
ect during his time at the
school as a student.

“When I finished my
education, I was spend-

ing more and

c
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Famed explorer, adventurer and author Jan Beynolds of Stowe speaks to students at’
Orange Central Schoo! on Thursday hefore delivering a siide shew and talk on her adw

for the sure  “The station is to be -more time 4t tures and interactions with native cultures.
thing in . the station -
' choosing the media age_nt of .ng my final
the site,” the commonality of project was
said Fer- , " connected to
land. . the two worlds, my work here
Although . _ at the station,”
Kris Gruen, .
the tower o M e said Gruen,
expansion WGDR interim director who hosted

the “Hungry

Rat Review,”
which was a program
where local elementary
and high school students
would produce live shows
on the air.

Gruen said the school
was interested in bringing
a director into place that
wanted the expansion of
an outreach program not
only into the academic
community, but in the
community as a whole in
a more direct and irans-

parent V\;éy.

“The school has deep
commitment to the com-
munity,” said Gruen.



Gruen.

“The initiative asks the
question: ‘How do we dis-
cover the overlap of the
school and the commu-
nity?’” said Gruen.

“The station is to be
the media agent of the
commonality of the two
worlds,” said Gruen.,

The initiative is being
overseen by a program-
mer’s assessment commit-
tee; Gruen explained, and
the station also has a com-

“munity advisory board

“that will help guide the

“transition of the station as

it reaches for its goals of

- “sustainable growth within
" the community.

--Unlike many radio sta-

~tions based on college

“campuses, WGDR does
not rely solely on student

*" programming, but has in-

-stead reached out to the

‘community for its on-air
programmers. '

Gruen explained that

- _WGDR is not referred to

as a college radio statiom,
but is a community radio

station based at Goddard.

" “The maturation of the
- station is going to be in
step with the transforma-
tive educational experi-
ence of Goddard,” said
Gruen. “I see the ele-
‘ments as being very simi-
lar. It follows the God-

_dard tradition.”

“Goddard is a very good
source of cutting edge in-
quiry,” Ferland said. ’

Gruen said that one of
his main focuses was to
foster the relationship
between Goddard and
the community and that
the new president of the
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parent way.

“The school has deep
commitment to the com-
munity,” said Gruen.

*The community has
always filled in for the

student-run station and

since the residential pro-
gram ended, the commu-

nity stepped in, according -

to Gruen.
“It is a brilliant expres-

sion of the people that.
live in. the area.” said’

Gruen. “They have shown
altruism and the willing-
ness to give and their de-
sire to follow their own
passions. The community
involvement in the sta-
tion has grown up in its
own right.”

“The school wants to
resource the station as a
real service for the com-
munity,” Gruen said.

“Building the assess-
ment piece is a way to im-
prove the service,” said
Gruen. “It’s a way to sup-
port the creative growth.”
* In his short tenure as

interim director, Gruen

has already hosted sev-
eral events and work-
shops that were open to
students as well as the
community.

“All these initiatives
move us towards a new
model for WGDR as a
resource for all the com-
munity’s interests,” said
Gruen.

“Goddard is committed
to the long-term growth
of the station,” Gruen
said. '

daniel.staples
@timesargus.com

2001 FORD EXPEDITION
Eddis Bauer Edition, 67K Miles
Stk.# 12917A

2006 FORD F-150
Extanded Cab, 56K Miles
Stic#133018

2003 FORD F-250 88
Extended Cab, 116K Miles
. . Stk 1343481

2004 FORD MUST,
2-Door Goupe, 27K M -

2007 FORD EDGE SE
AWD, 44K Miles
Stk P2755

2008 FORD TAURUS
Auto., UV, 24K Mile

. Stie#




